
ABOUT 
US

Today’s Kids, 
Tomorrow’s Ocean Professionals



Science and Marine Centres
K-12 Educational Institutions
Post-Secondary Institutions
Indigenous Organizations
Corporations, SMEs and Industry Associations
Government Departments and Agencies

WHO WE 
ARE

We are a network of partner organizations based 
in the  Province of Newfoundland and Labrador 
on Canada’s East Coast. Our network consists of:



We’re in the business of inspiring 
youth – exposing our young people to 
the exciting world of ocean sciences 
and technology and the many career 
pathways available to them in our 
ocean industries.

WHAT WE 
DO



We offer a suite of dynamic, 

that engage youth in real-
world marine research 

and commercial marine 
projects and connect them 

with ocean scientists and 
industry professionals



We are exposing high school students to the work of scientists, 
technicians and other professionals on offshore research vessels

Outreach event with Dr. John W. 
Jamieson, Canada Research Chair in 

Marine Geology, and the Schmidt 
Institute linking high school students to 

research vessel off Fiji March 2016

Project:  Deep-sea research 
on underwater volcanoes 



Students interact with 
technicians in control room 
on research vessel and learn 
about use of techologies 
for remote monitoring and 
live data streaming from 
offshore locations 



HOW WE 
OPERATE

We operate as a collaborative network 
of over 20 private-public sector partner 
organizations with a shared goal 
of enhancing and expanding ocean 
education in K-12 schools 

We act as a catalyst and an incubator 
developing innovative new educational 
programming collaboratively with our 
education, regional, aboriginal and 
industry partners



We are working with 
educators to create 
a new experiential 
teaching and learning 
program for teachers  



Collaboration with Memorial 
University’s Faculty of Education; 

program funded by Hebron Project.  
Goal is to transition teaching fellowship 

program into Faculty undergraduate
teacher training by 2021 

          TEACHING FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM 
FOR PRE-SERVICE TEACHERS 



Funded by government; developed with 
participation of partners in 3 regions and 9 

host companies, in ship design, shipbuilding, 
ocean technology, aquaculture, aquatic 
resource management, marine tourism

SUMMER INTERNSHIP 
PROGRAM FOR HIGH SCHOOL 

STUDENTS 



PROTOTYPE FOR AN ONLINE 
MENTORING PLATFORM 

First iteration of prototype funded 
by provincial and federal governments; 
collaboration with OceansAdvance 
and other industry partners.



Over 17, 000 young people reached in 24 rural and indigenous 
communities and over 20 schools in St John’s metro area with our school program 
outreach events at partner sites

Recognized in 2016 with international Award for Innovative Education 
by US-based North American Association for Environmental Education 

UL sponsor: USD$50K  

OUR REACH 
AND IMPACT

Teacher PD session held in spring 2019 with NL English School District on coastal 
monitoring program for Science 1206 high school science course, reaching over 
5,000 students and 200 science teachers when fully deployed.



OUR PROGRAM 
TEAM

Danielle Nichols
Public Education Manager
Ocean Sciences Centre

Andrea van Nostrand
Manager, Education and Interpretation
Johnson Geo Centre

Gillian Davidge
Education Manager
Manuels River Hibernia Interpretation Centre

Yolanda Collins
Senior Interpreter
Parks Canada

Andrea Cote

Parks Canada

Jodi Lane
Education Manager
Nunatsiavut Government

David Tipton
Manager, Outreach and Youth Engagement
Oceans Learning Partnership

Chantal Vincent
Outreach Coordinator, Eastern Region
Oceans Learning Partnership

Trevor Sparkes
Marine Interpreter, Western Region
Oceans Learning Partnership

Kiley Best
Manager
Bonne Bay Marine Station

Laura Estrada
Senior Science Educator, Experiential and Place-Based Learning
Oceans Learning Partnership



FOUNDING DIRECTORS

J. ROGER PEARSON, Education Sector Staff Consultant, The World Bank, formerly Department Head, 
Naval Architecture and Shipbuilding (Marine Institute), founder of MI International 
GERT VAN SANTEN, Fisheries Management and Development Consultant, formerly 
Senior Fisheries Specialist and Fisheries Economist, The World Bank

INTERIM CHAIR (2018-2019)

LESLIE GRATTAN, Leslie Grattan & Associates Inc.

DIRECTORS

STEVE BELANGER, Finance Director (Retired)
DR BASSEM EID, President, B Eid Holdings Inc. 
EDWARD O’KEEFE, Retired Professional Engineer
CHIEF BRENDAN MITCHELL, Qalipu First Nation
ROD JEDDORE, Director of Education, Miawpukek First Nation
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ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS

BRADLEY CLARKE, Director of Programs and Services, Department of Education
PROF. PAUL SNELGROVE , Department of Ocean Sciences, Memorial University
BILL BRAKE, Superintendent Eastern Region, Parks Canada
PAUL BRETT, Head, School of Ocean Technology, Marine and Fisheries Institute  of 
Memorial University
ADAM GOBI, Sulis Subsea Corporation
CAPTAIN JAN NEGRIJN, Coastal Connections Ltd.
 
DIRECTORS EMERITUS 2015-2019

PROF. ALDO CHIRCOP, Canada Research Chair in
Maritime Law and Policy, Schulich School of Law, Dalhousie University
DR ROBERT SHEA, Associate Vice-President (Academic) , Marine and Fisheries Institute 
of Memorial University
DONALD E. ANTHONY, Bussey Horwood Law Group
GARY MCDONALD, Royal Bank of Canada 
DR VERNA M. SKANES, Retired Professor of Medicine and Assistant Dean, Research and 
Graduate Studies, Memorial University of Newfoundland and Labrador

DR MARK D. WILSON, International Rural Development Consultant


